The Plugging of the fangs of teeth ; The use of Gutta-Percha as the basis of artificial teeth; and Crystal Gold. This judicious selection of subjects was approved by the meeting.
Dr. Clarke opened the discussion on deciduous teeth. He remarked that the subject was one which had been too much neglected by the profession, and yet was one of pre-eminent importance. If deciduous teeth are removed as a general rule, it ought to be by the absorption of the roots in proportion as the permanent teeth advance to supply their place. The use of the first set is to prepare the way for their successors, and to perform the uses of the second set of teeth until the gums are fully developed to receive them.
The wholesale extraction of deciduous teeth, for the purpose of gratifying nurses who dislike the crying of children, or parents who are ignorant of the uses of these organs beyond the mere mastication of food, is a very bad practice. He does not extract the tenth part of those which are presented to him for that purpose.
These teeth preserve the form of the jaws, and unless they become loose by absorption of the roots, and no longer serve that purpose, as a general rule should never be removed. Nature generally removes them in her own right time, and by means altogether preferable to the forceps of the dentist.
Dr 
